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An Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!      . 

October 2022.



From the Pastor
  
A few of my favorite things to do… walk the beach, hike in the woods, 
read, play with my grandchildren, listen, learn to play the dulcimer, walk 
the labyrinth.   As you might have no<ced many of these are ac<ve. They 
produce wonder and awe in my life.  They bring me joy, remind me of my 
commitment to myself and God, and help to center me into the call that 
God laid on my life.  As I men<oned on Sunday, Sept. 18 in my sermon with 
the text talking about prayerful living, Are you doing what you're meant 
to do? Don't let the good things take what's best from you.  My friend 
shared these words in a song, and I wonder on them a lot, about making 
choices and decisions base on good and good.  What about you, do you 
wonder? 

AHer falling and breaking my elbow and ulna, 4 weeks ago, I am having to 
learn pa<ence. The brace on my arm and lots of therapy, is helping me 
wonder in new ways.  Pa<ence is hard for me.  I am learning to wonder 
during this learning.  Wonder about how my walk in faith con<nues to 
grow and change, wonder about how God is calling me to lead Vermilion 
United Church of Christ Congrega<onal into this next phase of our life, 
wonder about how tradi<on works with newness, wonder about walking in 
faith, step by step.   Watching my 21 month granddaughter wonder and 
grow has caused me to stop and pause and to know that God wonders 
with us. 

Step by step… walking in faith.. 
Wondering… Breathing… 
 Being… Praying… 
  Caring… Loving…  
   Growing… 
    Changing… 
     Transforming… 

 

C H U R C H  C H A T T E R 	 	     2



Faith Formation
 

Recently, the world has learned more about where we are in the vastness of the universe… and beyond. The 
James Webb Telescope has been bringing us images of the ever expanding galaxy with amazing photos of our 
nearest neighboring planets and stars millions of light years away. It is fascinating! NASA hopes to learn the 
mysteries of our origins which may hold a key to our future. It is a bit hard to fathom something so large and so 
far away. Even the stuff of our lives which we are so close to can hold its own mystery. In the scheme of things 
our church has been around about as long as a blink of the eye, in astronomical terms. Let’s think about that. 
Who are we? What is our origin? What is our future? That is a lot to chew on so let’s take a look at from where 
we come.  

On the first page of our website we find these words as an introduction to who we are: 
 
United Church of Christ, Congregational is an intentionally inclusive church,  
and we believe God is still speaking. Since 1818 our church has been serving the Vermilion Ohio community… 
but, what came before this and how do we fit in the history of the greater church? The chart shows the beginning 
of the early church and subsequent streams and mergers of Christian groups. If you would like to see this in 
greater detail check out our website at www.vermilioncongregational.org/about 

 

Who Are We?

http://www.vermilioncongregational.org/about


Faith Formation Calendar
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GODLY PLAY
RALLY DAY … stories of Wonder!September 11

The Good ShepherdOctober 9

The Mustard SeedNovember 13

Advent WorkshopNovember 27

The LeavenJanuary 8

The Good SamaritanFebruary 12

The SowerMarch 12

April 9               EASTER - Flowering the cross

May 21 The Great Banquet  

A TIME FOR WONDER FOR ALL AGES

Church Family Potluck 

After worship in the Gathering Space



News from the Heartland Conference
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I had the honor of attending the Heartland Conference Annual Gathering as our church’s voting lay 
delegate. The Gathering was held on September 22 and 23 at Westerville Community UCC. The 2-day 
event was joy-filled, inspiring and informative from the opening worship through the celebration of Rev. 
Dr. David Long-Higgins’ installation as Conference Minister. 
 

Music by The Many, an amazing group of folks who are not only talented writers, musicians, and singers 
but are truly special individuals who deeply feel and share their faith, helped create a Spirit-driven 
atmosphere.  
 

Keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis, was incredibly dynamic and passionately discussed her 
thoughts on a ‘fully-welcoming society comprised of a multiethnic rainbow coalition of love, justice, and 
worship’ and the threats to peace that we are still facing. I’m looking forward to reading her newest book 
Fierce Love: A Bold Path to Ferocious Courage and Rule-Breaking Kindness That Can Heal the World 
to learn more about her vision and how it can be achieved. 
 

On Thursday, I participated in the workshop “Storytelling: Fundraising and Friendraising” which focused 
on new ways to promote church giving and making the connection between finances and people. 
Monetary resources create opportunities to live out the teachings of Jesus. 
 

Friday’s workshop, “More Than Marvelous Music,” was led by The Many. The discussion revolved around 
how the music played during worship can define a church’s identity. A congregation that sees itself as a 
place of “Extravagant Welcome” – a home of inclusivity and justice – should ensure that ideology is 
carried out through the entire service. For example, the lyrics of some beloved old hymns may not reflect 
or embrace the theology or vision of a church and need to be reworked. 
 

The plenaries were interesting and included presentations from representatives of Disaster Relief, 
Outdoor Ministries, and Conference grant recipients as well as information on aspects of local churches, 
Living Water Association, Heartland Conference and the UCC on a national level. 
 

The entire experience was rewarding on many levels, but the absolute highlight was the installation 
service of Pastor Dave. It felt like a best-ever family gathering – a combination of spiritual and festive with 
the thread of “something important” weaving it all together into a quilt of God’s works. 
 

Peace, 
Judy B. 

 



Dollars and Sense
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990 State Street 
 

It was in the early 1950’s when the members of Vermilion Congregational Church decided they had outgrown their 
current house of worship on Main Street. A larger church was needed to accommodate their membership of over 700. 

 

A 1956 financial campaign culminated with $164,000 and our four-acre site on State Street, the “old Wilbur property” 
was purchased. Construction began shortly after the purchase. 

 

The cornerstone was laid in May, 1957 and the new church building was completed by the end of the year. Total cost 
was $206,473. 

 

Since that time improvements have been made to our church including a new kitchen in Fellowship Hall in 2012, an 
outdoor pavilion (thank you Eagle scouts!), the addition of the Gathering Space and new elevator in 2018 and the 
newly created labyrinth. The insurance value of our building is $4,571,228. 

 

The annual cost of operating and maintaining our facility is approximately 25% of the total budget. Line items and the 
annual budget amounts are: 
 

Custodial wages $ 8,771 
Utilities $20,000 
Supplies $  1,500 
Maintenance and Repairs $16,000 
Equipment $      725 
Insurance/Taxes** $14,000 
988 State St. $ 3,000 ( covered by rental income of $7,800/yr) 

 
$63,996 

 

** We pay real estate taxes on an easement granted to the railroad in the southwest corner by the 
tracks in the amount of $176.00 per year. 

 

Our building is now 65 years old and just like our homes, age brings the possibility of major repairs and/ or 
replacements. During 2023, the Governance Team Leaders and the Finance committee, with the help of you, our 
members of the church, hope to develop short term and long-term financial strategies that will address many items, 
including how to fund major building improvements. Watch for more information on this ad hoc committee coming 
soon! 
 

The church currently has a small Building Fund ($15,772). If you would like to make a donation to this fund, please 
write “building fund” on the memo line of your check or click on the Building Fund option when giving on-line. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of the church! If you have any questions, please Contact a member of the 
Finance Committee. 
 
Judy Klucas, Chair 
Tim Fenton, Peter Hart, Judy Kernell, Rick VanDenBossch



News & Notes
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Andy Aiello, Don Albright and family, Katelyn Baker, Aunt Bette, Les 
Budinger, Rich Butti, Craig and Jenny, 


Kim Dean, Mary Dean, Emily, Eben Estle, Karen and Rick, Greg Leidig, 
Dave Munger, Gretchen Neiding, 


Pilar Odenheim, Mike Rust,Valerie Sayre, Sue Reising Smith and family, 
Carolyn Strittmather, Brian Toth, 


Olive Van Detta, Ginny Wilkes, Leah Woodings-Ruble, Vicki Zacher

WALK WITH US TO HELP END HUNGER! 
 

Sunday, October 9 - Lunch @ 12:30 - Walk @ 1 
 
We will be walking from church to Main Street Beach where we will have a short prayer and a song before 
continuing the walk back to church. Walkers may choose to walk the entire route of approximately 1.5 miles 
or any part as they are able. You may park at church or at the beach. 
 
We will serve a light lunch of sloppy joes, fruit, chips and beverages at 12:30. The walk will begin at 1:00. 
 
If you have a CROP shirt or can make a sign with our team name and a short message to carry, that would be 
awesome! 
 
Our Missions Committee will generously match donations raised up to $300!! 
 
Join Team Vermilion UCCC either as a walker or contributor by clicking the link below or dropping your 
donation into the collection plate! Marked envelopes are on the table in the Gathering Space. 
 

TEAM VERMILION UCCC 
 

Prayers Lifted

The annual FALL PETERSON NUT SALE is here!


Sale brochures will be in the Gathering Space the entire month of 
October. Orders can be written on the form or placed with Diane Langham 
by calling 440-967-4493 or via email @ diane.langham@gmail.com


You may also view the brochure online @ https://www.kingnut.com/
downloads/2021-FALL-FR-BROCHURE-SMALL.pdf


Pick up and pay for your order in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 
13 prior to or immediately after the Faith Formation for All Ages program.


Women’s Coordinating thanks you for your support!

mailto:diane.langham@gmail.com
https://www.kingnut.com/downloads/2021-FALL-FR-BROCHURE-SMALL.pdf
https://www.kingnut.com/downloads/2021-FALL-FR-BROCHURE-SMALL.pdf
https://www.kingnut.com/downloads/2021-FALL-FR-BROCHURE-SMALL.pdf


October Happenings
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
WORSHIP 

10:25 
Streaming Only 

AA - FH

AA - FH
Missions 5:30 

Scouts - FH 
AA - GS

AA - FH

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
WORSHIP 

10:25 
Faith FormaRon 

for All Ages 
11:30 

CROP Walk 12:30 
Finance @ 9 

AA - FH

Indigenous 
Peoples Day 

OFFICE CLOSED 
Bridge @ noon 
Property @ 7 

Choral Spectrum 
AA - FH

Diaconate @ 7

COUNCIL 
DOCS DUE 
Scouts - FH 

AA - GS

AA - FH 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

WORSHIP 
10:25 

AA - FH
AA - FH

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

COUNCIL @ 7
Scouts - FH 

AA - GS AA - FH

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

WORSHIP 
10:25 

AA - FH

Bridge @ noon 
AA - FH NEWSLETTER

30 31

WORSHIP 
10:25 

AA - FH

 Birthdays 
 

     Anniversaries 
 

1 Lysle Johnson  15 Andy Lacefield  31 Krystle & Jerry Kruszynski 2012 
3 Andrew Bertoni  19 Leah Estle    
5 Sophia Kruszynski   Krystle Kruszynski    

 Kim Lewis  21 Diane Langham    
 Ronda Van Den Bossche  25 Kelly Kocan    

8 Scott Burger  26 Cathy Tucker    
10 Jayne Flemister   Pat Zimmerman    
11 Elizabeth Haynes  27 Erin Roberts    
12 Tess Lewis  28 Tabatha Fenton    
14 Tom Orphan  29 Connie Greiner    

 Jim Weber  31 Jane Dean    
        
        

 



October Happenings
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REGISTER HERE!

https://web.cvent.com/event/1e55da3e-975d-48ac-b6d3-99c33133ad62/summary
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An Open & Affirming Congregation 
990 State Street 

Vermilion OH 44089 

N A M E  L A B E L

October 2, 2022


